
August 1, 1965 


ALL OUT EFFORT TO DESTROY 
MINUTEMEN HAS STARTED 


NATIONAL COORDINATOR AND 
TWO ASSISTANTS ARRESTED 


ILLEGAL SEARCH AMD SEIZURE 


SUBPOENA DEMANDS MEMBERSHIP LISTS 




MOVE TO nSPLEMBira SKSTHER MEKCSAJOUM 

On January 20, 1934, Walter and Victor Reuthsr wrote a letter from 
w^era tney were studying the Soviet Labor Movement. This letter r^fer-ecTto 
the Soviet system as a "daily inspiration" and closed with the word's' "Carry 
on tne fight xor a Soviet America",, T n D<>cemb°r of IQfi T L 7 

spitted to the U.S. Justice Bepar Jt-p. 

*ZS'*/ UCr :u° n °r the ? a£rio ^ movement in America. Excerpt! 

Texas ^ews CC * plStS C ° ?y can ba ob£aln - d from the Eorger, 


THE RADICAL RIGHT IN AMERICA TODAY 
REUTE2R MEMORANDUM 


EXTENT OF PROBLEM 

The radical right or extreme right-wing, or however It 
may be designated, includes an unknown number of millions 
of Americans of viewpoints bounded on the left by Senator 
Goidwater and on the right by Robert Welch. The active 
component of these radical right millions would, of course, bo 
only a small fraction of the total. But, whatever may fce the 
difficulty of ascertaining their numbers, these radical right 
groups are probably stronger and are almost certainly better 
organized than at any time in recent history. More significant 
yet, they are growing in strength and there is no reason 
to expect a turning of the tide in this regard during the 
foreseeable Cold War period ahead. And, possibly most signif- 
icant of ail, their relationship to and infiltration of the Armed 
Services adds a new dimension to the seriousness with which 
they must be viewed- 

New radical right organizations have ' sprung up like 
weeds in the last few years; it is estimated by the Anti- 
Defamation League that almost a hundred such organiza- 
tions have been organized in 1551 alone. 

. - But there are some steps which 

can and_ should be taken now to halt the growth of the radical 
right and possibly to turn the tide against it. There are other 
stef/s. of a more long-range nature. Among the programs and 
policies of both types which the Administration might con- 
sider. are the following: 

_ 1. The radical right inside the Armed Services presents 
an immediate and special problem requiring immediate and 
special measures. 

The problem of radical right influences inside the Armed 
Services is an immediate one and made ail the more so by 
the up-coming hearings of the Senate Armed Services Sub- 
committee. But even if there were no hearings, this chal- 
lenge to the basic American concept of separating military 
personnel from partisan politics must be met now. Toler- 

2. The radical right and the Attorney General’s subversive 

list. 

The Attorney General’s list of subversive organizations 
is lending aid and comfort to the radical right. Although 
the radical right poses a far greater danger to the success 
of this country in its battle against international Communism 
than does the domestic Communist movement, the latter have 
been branded subversive by the Government and the former 
have not. No one loses his job or is subjected to public 

It might therefore be advisable for the .Attorney General 
to announce at this time that he is going to investigate one 
or more of these organizations with a view to determining 
whether charges will be filed and hearings held on the ques- 
tion of listing one or more of these organizations. 

The mere act of indicating that an investigation will be 
made will certainly bring home to many people something 
they have never considered — the subversive character of 
these organizations and their similarity to the listed groups 
on the left. 


3. The flow of big money to the radical right should 
be dammed to Ibc extent possible. 

The growing power of radical right propagandists and 
groups is directly related to their expanding ability to secure 
large sums of money. As funds are a source of power 
to the radical right, action to dam up these funds may be 
the quickest way to turn the tide now running in their favor. 

4. The Administration should take steps to end the 
Minuiemen. 

It is not known whether the Minntemen will grow- or 
whether they will fade out of the picture. Tney do, however, 
represent a^ dangerous precedent in our democracy. Con- 
sideration should be given to the question whether' they are 
presently violating any federal laws and, if not, to the Fed- 
eral Government calling a conference of States where the 
.Minutemen exist to see wha; action could be taken under 
state laws: There is, of course, the additional possibility, as 
indicated earlier, that the Minutemen might fall within the 
terms of the Attorney General’s list of subversive organiza- 
tions. 


5. The domestic Communist problem should be put in 
proper perspective for the American people, thus exposing 
tne basic fallacy of the radical right. 

The radical right feeds upon charges of treason, 'traitors, 
and treachery. It has its' roots. in a' very.rsal sense -in the 
belief of the American people that domestic Communism has 
succeeded in betraying America- and threatens its very sur- 
vival. Putting the domestic Communist Droblem in prorar 
perspective would do much to expose- the basic fallacy" of 
the radical right. 

The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Mr. 
Hoover, although he made an admirable recent statement 
concerning the radical right, exaggerates the- domestic Com- 
munist menace at every turn and thus contributes- to the 
public’s frame of mind upon which the radical right feeds. 

There is no need for a further effort to dramatize the 
domestic Communist issue; the need now is to rein in those 
who have created the unreasoned fear of the domestic Com- 
munist inovernent in ins mine's or ths American Ccopls snd 
slowly to develop a more rational attitude toward tha 
strength of this movement. 

Efforts to deal with radical right Generals and Admirals 
and Minutemen, investigation to- determine whether to list 
radical right organizations, efforts to dam the illegal flow of 
money in their direction, efforts to set the domestic Com- 
munist problem in perspective — all will evoke immediate 
charges of softness cu Communism. But this is sot a prob- 
lem that can be swept under C ,-.;g. The Administration 
can no more combat the radical right by being “tough oa 
domestic Communism” cr arc-casing radical right Generals 
than the Republican Administration was able to fight Me- 
Carthyism by its own excesses in this area. " 



I&3EED2ESTS OF A FRAH2-U? 


Take two frightened young ladies, one who had ran s??ay from hone and the 
other arras ted for vagrancy. 


Add. ona chief of police with announced antagonism against the Minuteman. 


Add ona Prosecuting Attorney with political ambitions. 


Mis well to produce -unfounded charges of kidnapping, nationwide smear, 
arrest and harassment of loyal Americans, seizure and damage of private 
property. 


Linda Judd, 16 years old had once displayed braises around her neck and 

shoulders and said, ’’This is what I got the last time 1 went heme". After 

finding herself in polica custody it would seen lika a natural thing for a 

girl her age to cook up a story of kidnapping to explain her absence and try 

to avoid further punishment. In fact, subsequent investigation has disclosed 
that she came up with a similar story two years ago when she charged another 
scan with abducting her and holding her captive at a service station. Those 
charges were dropped whan the story was presumed to he a hoax. 


Pat Beal, a 21 year old divorcee, had been accused a fra - '--.s earlier of 

contributing to the delinquency of a minor, Finding herself in jail for 
vagrancy it can be surmised that only a modes t amount of persuasion was nec- 
essary for her to go along with the kidnapping story so that she would ha 
released. 


Independence Polica Chief, Orson 7. Myers, one time told Robert DaPugh, 

"We have no common ground for discussion. Your beliefs and mine are as 
opposite as they can gat”. Cn another occasion. Chief Myers had called nenbars 
of the Independence Police Department together and told then that if he could 
prove any members of his force belonged to tha Kinutemem, they would have five 
minutes to either resign their positions or be fired, 

Jackson County Missouri Prosecutor, Lawrence 7. Gepford is a man of ob- 
vious political ambitions. It is reported that ha wanted to ran for tha 
office of Missouri Attorney General at the last election but was tumad down 
by tha political bosses as being unknown throughout the state. What a wonder- 
ful opportunity to become widely known as the crusading prosecutor of the 
Minuienen. 

After their arrest the girls ware questioned and their story rehearsed 
for several days before any charges vara filed. With time they were able to 
answer selected questions correctly for a polygraph test. Repeated conferences 
ware held between Chief Myers, Prosecutor Gepford and others as to if and hew a 
charge of kidnapping could be made to stick. 

We had been warned of this conspiracy several days btf ,,:3 a warrant vas 
issued but considered the story so improbable that the warning was ignored. 




THE FIRST SAID 


Jack Cannon and his family had been away from home so that ha could be 
with his father during his last days and attend his funeral. 

Scarcely an hour after he and his family returned, Jack was a captive 
of the Independence Folice Department, his hands going numb in handcuffs 
roughly pressed on his wrists. His wife, children and a volunteer secretary 
had been herded into the kitchen and placed under guard. On the shelf lay 
several JBS stickers to "SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POLICE". 

A few minutes earlier several heavily armed members of the Independence 
Police Department had entered the building under false pretenses, first by 
saying that their purpose was to question residents of the building in regards 
to a felony, "committed by someone" and later by stating they ware to investi- 
gate a "tip" about a cache of weapons. 

While the occupants of the building ware held in the kitchen of Cannon’s 
apartment the remainder of the building was searched and a de-activated nachin 
gun seised without warrant. 

Jack was handcuffed when he attempted to walk from the kitchen into an 
adjoining room. Shortly afterwards he was taken to the Independence Police 
Department to be interrogated most of that night and the foilwing day. At 
approximately 4:00 the next afternoon he was finally arraigned as a material 
witness to the charge of kidnapping and released on bond. 

After leaving the Independence Headquarters, several members of the 
Independence Police Department proceeded to Nor’ooma, Missouri where they 
raided Bob DePugh’s home while armed with shotguns and other weapons. 

These officers were stopped at the door by Bob's 15 year old son John 
who held a 22 rifle in his hands while demanding that they produce a proper 
warrant. After determining that the warrant was for the arrest of Robert 
DePugh the officers ware allowed to enter. They were prevented frca searching 
and seising correspondence and files only by the insistence of other armed 
members of the organization that happened to be present. 

The Independence Police Officers wanted to break down the door Of 
Biolab Corporation bet ware prevented from doing so by a local marshal and 
deputy sheriff who insisted that they wait until an employee could be tele- 
phoned and the door properly opened with a key. 

After returning to the Independence Police station one officer was over- 
heard to remark: "I’d have killed that DePugh kid if the town marshal hadn’t 

be$n there". 



/ 



UPI Telephoto 

■ Robert Bolivar da Pugh 


Kansas City, Mo., July 10 — 
(AP) — Robert Bolivar' ds Pugh, 
head of the Minutemen, surren- 
dered late yesterday on state 
charges of kidnaping. 

De Pugh, 42, is. accused of ab- 
ducting two girls and attempt- 
ing to enlist them in his militant, 
anti - Communist organization 
for the purpose of blackmail. He 
had been sought by police. 

Before he surrendered, a 
search of de Pugh’s office and 
home at Norborne, Mo., and an 
office at Independence, Mo., un- 
covered arms, ammunition, a 
Submachine gun, a mine and 
field equipment. 

De Pugh termed the charges 
against him an attempt to dis- 
credit the Minutemen, which he 
claims has a secret force of 
25,000 members, all trained in 
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guerilla tactics. They would be- 
come activated whenever Com- 
munists took over the govern- 
ment, he said. 

Say They Escaped 

Lawrence F. Gepford, prose- 
cuting attorney, said the two 
girls charged that de Pugh and 
a few of his followers held them 
captive for two weeks. The girls 
said they escaped. 

They we*e identified as Linda 
Frances Judd, 15, Independence, 
and Patricia Lucille Beal, 21, 
Lake Lotawana. 

Asked by reporters if he knew 
them, de Pugh replied: 

"I don't know anybody by the 
names given.” 

De Pugh, acccmoanied bv his 
attorney, was released or.” 35,- 
000 bond. Preliminary hearing 
was set for July 20. 

‘Sex as a Weapon’ 

The two girls signed state- 
ments supported by polygranh 
tests, Gepford said, that de Pugh 
attempted to get them to join 
the Minutemen and “use sex as 
a weapon to blackmail Comma* 
mists." 

Gepford quoted Miss Judd as 
saying: "De Pugh told us he 
wanted us to seduce men in the 
high government. He told u s He 
would taka pictures and taps re- 
cordings and use them as black- 
mail to infiltrate the govern- 
ment.” 


saaded hc-r and Miss Judd to 
leave with him and a woman 
companion by telling them that 
police would be along to pick 
up Miss Judd as a runaway and 
Miss Beal for -harboring men. * 

Tne two girls were taken to 
a home in Richmond, Mo., where 
they were watched constantly, 
told about the dangers' of- com- 
munism and taught judo. 

A man who helped guard 
them in the home “showed Lin* 
da and I a machine gun and tolcl 
us what would happen- to in- 
formers.” 

Later they were returned to. 
Independence, where the*. werX 
put to work in a printing plant 
folding Minutemen literature. It. 
was from there that they es- 
caped, Miss Beal said. 

Two Arrestad 

The' two girls were arrested 
by police a few days later. Miss 
Beal was charged with vagrancy 
and Miss Judd with being a run- 
away from home. 

It was while being -booked 
they reported they had been held 
prisoners. 

Miss' Beal was found guilt;/ of . 
vagrancy and given two days in 
jail while Miss Judd was freed 
and returned to her mother. 


Gepford said Miss Beal relat- 
ed this story: 

De Pugh entered her apart- 
ment June 4, “pulled a gun out 
from under his coat and started 
putting it in one hand and then 
the other hand.” Then he p-er- 


SMEAR SMEAR SMEAR 

The article above and headlines shown on page 4 are typical of the publicity 
which has appeared in hundreds of newspapers from coast to coast. If Robert 
DePugh is given anything like a fair trial ha is certain to be found innocent. 
This, however, will not begin to correct the damage. If past experience is 
any guags we can assume that such an announcement will appear on" page 14 C of 
soma papers and not at all in others. 

Regardless of the outcome of this case our enemies will have achieved their 
primary purpose-- to destroy the reputation of the organization and its 
National Coordinator. 
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The picture above is 
the United States showing 
search for Robert DePugh. 
the fact that the gun was 


typical of hundreds that were published throughout 
the "machine gun" seized without warrant during the 
These same newspapers gave little if any mention to 
later found to be properly da-activated. 
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Robert DePugh, Leader or Right-Wing Organiza- 
tion, Surrenders Quietly and Pleads 
Not Guilty to Kidnaping Charge 


A relaxed and confidant 
Robert Bolivar DePugh,. 
national leader of the mili- 
tant, right-wing Minute- 
men, surrendered late yes- 
terday to Jackson County 
authorities. 

At his arraignment, DePugh 
entered a plea ot not guilty to 
the charge o £ kidnaping 


One of tha vary few articles giving "the other side of the story" was 
written by Bob Collins of the St. Louis Post Dispatch which is reprinted baler? . 
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By ROBERT H. COLLINS 
Of tha Post-Dispatch Staff 
Robert B. DePugh, national 
leader of the Mimitemen, said to- 
day in an interview with the 
Post-Dispatch that enemies of his 
organization have attempted to 
“frame” him by having two 
young women accuse him cf kid- 
naping them. 

DePugh said that both women 
were at all times completely free 
to come and go when they were- 
receiving basic indoctrination in 
the Minutemen and working in 
the organization’s office in Inde- 
pendence, Mo. 


Mrs. Patricia Lucille Beal, a 
divorcee, 21 years old, of Lake 
Lotawana, Mo., Jackson county, 
and Miss Linda Frances Judd, 
16, Independence, accused De- 
Pugh in signed statements of 
holding them prisoner for about 
two weeks in June. They said he 
tried to enlist them to seduce 
Communists and government of- 
ficials. 

DePugh Gives Version 
“Mrs. Seal rented an apart- 
ment about two and a half or 
three months ago, and the man 
who owned the apartment house 
had become displeased with her 


as a tenant,” DePugh said. 

“She hadn't paid her rent in 
two months, and there had been 
seme disturbances on the park- 
ing let at the apartment house 
that the owner thought she was 
responsible for,” DePugh con- 
tinued. Ke said the owner was 
“about to kick her out of the 
apartment.” 

A member of the Minutemen 
“halfway recruited” the two 
:vomen about six weeks ago, 
DePugh related. 

“They did not become mem- 
bers, bit they were helping him 
fold pamphlets and put literature 


cf the Minutemen together,” De- 
Pugh said. “I had not met either 
one of these women at that time. 

“They were doing some useful 
clerical work for the Minutemen. 
The man who had more or less 
enlisted them in the Minutemen 
said they both’ basically were 
very patriotic and could be de- 
veloped into good members of 
the organization.” 

Interview Arranged 
DePugh said that after receiv- 
ing this report on the two wom- 
en, he called Mrs. Cyandra E. 
.Melville, “confidential secretary 
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d the'Minutemca for two years,” 
srid asked her to go with him 
to talk with the two women. 

About 10 per cent of the Min- 
utemen are women, DePugh 
said. 

"Women are among our best 
workers because there are so 
many tasks they will do pa- 
tiently day in and cay out, such 
as research and analysis, and 
endlessly typing index cards. 
They will stick at tasks like 
ths-sa when men will hardly do 
sach work. Y/e are pretty selec- 
tive in picking these women. 
They have to really believe in 
the cause of freedom,” he said. 

DePugn said that news reports 
have, indicated that he went to 
the apartment alone and that he 
had a gun. “I never have a 
gun on my person under any 
circumstances,” DePugh said. 
‘‘This would give police a built- 
in excuse to arrest me . on a 
concealed weapons charge. I 
was unarmed, and Mrs. Melville 
was with me when I talked to 
the two women. 

‘‘We learned that they had 
been reading the literature while 
they were folding it and that 
they thought- the goals of the 
Minutemen are worthwhile and. 
that they would like to help', r 
haven’t even met the women 
until Mrs. Melville and I talked 
with them. 

“We talked with the two 
women 15 or 20 minutes and 
then left. I asked Mrs. Melville 
her opinion, and we discussed 
what kind of members they 
would be. I wouldn’t say we 
were enthusiastic about them as 
members, 'but a lot of people 
don’t amount to much in life be- 
cause they don’t have a cause 
to work for, and many times 
we can give them the cause 
.they need.” 


A short time later, DePugh 
related, the owner of the apart- 
ment house told Mrs. Beal in 
his office that she would have 
to move because of nonpayment 
of rent. DePugh said that he and 
Mrs. Melville then accompanied 
Mrs. Beal back to her apart- 
ment, where they again discussed 
the ' Minutemen. 

Both women said they wanted 
to work for the organization, De- 
Pugh said. Ke said he informed 
them that a period of indoctri- 
nation- would be required and 
that they would spend it in 
Richmond, Mo. The two women, 
agreed and packqd all their 
clothes, DePugh said. 

“Mrs. Melville, the two women 
and I were met at Lexington, 
Mo., by a man and woman, both 
members of the Minutemen, and 
we an went into a restaurant 
there and had lunch,” DePugh 
continued. “If two grown women 
were being kidnaped, they would 
hardly be taken inco n busy 
restaurant where they ecu Id an- 
nounce their plight.” 

“While we- were having lunch, 
we discussed the Minutemen 
•■further, and I told the women 
the first thing I wanted them to 
do was become fully acquainted 
with the history of Communist 
expansion and learn why it was 
really important to do the work 
of the Minutemen. I told the two- 
women that the woman we had 
.just met at Lexington would be 
their instructor for this part of 
their training. ” 

Life in Richmond Described 

DePugh' said the two women 
lived in a house in Richmond 
with the woman member of the 
Minutemen “for about six days, 
as I recall it, and they most 
emphatically lived there of their 
own free will.” The house is 
rented by a member for the use 


of the Minutemen, DePugh said. 

“One evening while they were 
there, a man who is a member 
of the Minuteman took them out 
to dinner and a movie,” DePugh 
said. “They seemed to have a 
pleasant evening. I believe that 
this same Minuteman left his car 
there one day so they would 
have transportation to go to the 
laundry and do some shopping.” 

Checks on Student Progress 

DePugh said that he made 
four brief visits to check on 
the progress of Mrs. Beal and 
Miss Judd in their training. 

“About the third time I was' 
there, they were reading tile 
curriculum of a Russian spy 
school, and cne of the subjects 
was the art of seduction,” De- 
Pugh said. “They asked - me 
about this, and I said that the 
Communists use sex as a weapon 
for blackmail and control of im- 1 
portant people who are non- 
Communist. -They said very little 
more to me about it, and that is 
all I said about it, except to 
comment that the time might 
come when we might have to 
resort to such tactics.” 

“That’s apparently where they 
got the idea of saying X wanted 
them- to seduce certain Govern- 
ment officials and Communists,” 
DePugh said. “I emphatically 
deny ever having made -such a 
statement.” 

Soon after the two women re- 
turned to Independence for fur- 
ther training, they said they 
“wanted to make a trip, and we 
approved,” DePugh related. 
“They were gone a day or two, 
so if they were being held 
against their will, they could 
have taken off and kept on go- 
ing.” 

When they returned from the 
trip, they began working in the 


Minutemen’s printing shop in In- 
dependence, DePugh said. “They 
were completely free to comsj- 
and go anywhere they wanted 
to, and they did leave the’ print 
shop frequently.” ' 

Angered by Reprimand 
DePugh said that the two 
women became angry with him' 
when he reprimanded them for 
sleeping late and not getting 
to work on time. 

“T told them the situation was 
very simple, that either they 
were patriotic Americans or 
they were not,” DePugh said. 
“I told them that if they believed, 
in the organization and wanted 
to work ' for the Minutemen, I 
would try to get along with 
them, but I told them that if 
they thought they had just found 
soft meal ticket, 'they could 
pack their suitcases and leave. 
About a day after they left, they' 
were arrested by the Independ- 
ezes police, department, Mrs. 
Beat for vagrancy and the other 
one as. a runaway.” 

Ridicules Accusations 

DePugh described the charges 
made against him by the two 
women as “ridiculous.” He said 
it was his belief that “someone 
or some group gave them the 
fdea of' making the statement. 
V e have never recruited any 
women for seduction, and I 
don’t believe there is any mem- 
ber of the Minutemen that would 
be stupied enough to hold any- 
body against his or her will. 

“Various governmental 
agencies have been trying for 
three years, to get something on 
me, and there are a lot of pro- 
Communists in and out of public 
office who would love to dis- 
credit the Minutemen.” 


THE SECOND RAID 

At about 6:00 P.M. on July 9th, officers of the Independence Police 
Department appeared again at the Minutemen office at 613 East Alton, Independ- 
ence, Missouri. They jerked the latch off' a screen door and forced their way 
into the building without shotting a warrant. When the warrant was finally 
presented it authorized the officers only to search for stolen or illegal" 
weapons and explosives. 

Once again occupants of the building were herded into the kitchen and 
placed under guard. The police then proceeded to fill a pick-up truck full of 
material that included directional microphones, tape recorders, enneras, train- 
ing manuals -and dozens of other perfectly legal items as wall as soma explosives 
found on the premises. 




Jody JIcPMllips, a secretary of tie organisation, ignored threats that 
sha would bs arrs3ted if she didn't stop interfacing with the police off-*c»»*a, 
Sha rushed from rooa to rcca insisting that they leave corraspendencs and par- 
sons! Siiscts alone. On oaa occasion sha stopped an officar just as ha was 
carrying a large box of private papers oat the front door. Cn another occasion 
sa officar was stoppad as ha staffed personal belongings of era of the residents 
into a large paper bag apparently ready to take these too. 

Several itszs apparently disappeared into the personal sockets of the 
officers caking the search including about $200.00 in cash, a. new .33 Chief 
Special and a nearly new .25 Brcsning Automatic. 

As the police wars getting randy to leave. Bob B-aPugh arrived at the build- 
ing. He compared the list of materiel taken with what he could see in the back 


pasted again. Bob then said in a lord voice, "I want all of you people standing 
here to bear witness that I have asked Chief Myers twice for an itemised receive 
for this material and ha has refused to provide one.” 

ARSE ST OR CITDY MELVILLE 

It was obviou3 that Chief Myers was furious at being called to' task in 
this manner. Cindy walked up to the truck just as Bob want Into the building 
to gat a pencil and paper for the purpose of taking his can inventory. Myers 
vented his anger on the only parson available. 

He grabbed Cindy by one am, Detective Bob Jackson the other, withss-2 
warning they dragged the girl down the sidewalk, threw her it. a squad car "and 
took her to police headquarters. 

After being photographed and fingerprinted she was forced to strip naked 
and submit to an unnecessary search of her body and clothing. 

Detective Bob Jackson exhibited behaviour typical of certain members of the 
Independence Police Department when ha tried to arrange a data with Mrs. 

Melville in spite of her trying circumstances at the tine. Later she w33 placed 
in a cell which she described as having garbage on the floor, a toilet that 
wouldn't flush, and old army blankets that were incredibly filthy. 

By early the next morning our attorney had a writ of habeas corpus for bar 
release. According to this writ the police ware to produce her in court where 
sha could oaks bond by 10: 15 that morning. She was finally taken to the court 
house at 11:00 A.H. by Lt. Detective Janes R, Wingate. 

After a sleepless end nerve wrecking night it would have bean only ccrron 
decency to have informed Cindy that she was being released. Instead, Uingate 
told her she was being transferred to the County Jail where the sheriff could 
legally hold her an additional 20 hours. Finally about 1:00 P.M. she was 
released cn $3,000.00 bond. 

Cindy Melville would have been very glad to appear before the Grand Jury 
voluntarily as did Bob £ a? ugh or she could have been subpoenaed &3 were others. 
Thera was absolutely no reason to think that she would try to avoid such sn 
appearance. Her arrest served no purpose except as an outlet for the venomous 
attitude of Police Chief Barney' Myers. This entire episode res a prime example 
of .needless police harassment. 
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.By clay McGinnis 

" (Sxar atea? 5 taif W rit2?) 
Independence polic-3 Friday, 
night arrested a young wom- 
an tor investigation in cos- 
nsction with ■ kidnaping 
charges against Hobart' De- 
Pugh, national leader of the 
Minutemen, a militant organi- 
zation. which describes itself 
as a foe of communism. 'Offi- 
cers also confiscated “contra- 
; band” which included a large 
; quantity of dynamite, at 613 
|E. Alton, a building used by 
the organization. 

Chief Maks Arris! 

Orson F. Myers, Independ- 
ence police chief, said he^ ar- 
rested Cyndra Ellen Melville,. 
20, alias “Cindy” at the A1 
ton address when she ap- 
peared on the' scene as police 
were searching the building. 

The tall, attractive blonde! 
woman was searched by a 
j matron and jailed after she 
was boohed about 9:10 p.m. 
for “investigation of acces- 
sory to the act of- kidnaping.” 
Chief Myers said, the police 
were seeking her in con- 
nection with the. case on in- 
formation from several 
sources. 

The chief said that when of- 
ficers wera searching for ue- 
; Pugh Thursday night at the 
613 E. Alton address tiny no- 
jticed.a number of weapons, 
and otlier items which could 
be used S3 WS3p033. 

He said that "armed with a 
search warrant arranged by j 
Jackson County Prosecuting 
Attorney Lawrence Gspford, 
police went back to the Alton 
address lata this afternoon. 

Myers directed operations 
and called 3ome explosives ex- 
perts from Itichards-Gebauer 
when the dynamite was found. 

The chief said they removed 
i four and a half cases of dyna- 
mite, 50 sticks to the case, 
and also removed blasting 
caps, live hand grenades, a 
type of sub-machine gun with 
a "folding stock known as a 


; grease gun,” and “something 
that appears to be a rocket 
launching device.” Rifles were 
left there, he added. 

.. 'Chief Myers said that wmle 
they were removing the arti- 
-‘clcs, Robert BePugh, free on 
bail after surrendering him- 
self. to authorities earlier to- 
day, armeared at the scene. 

He said DaPiigh. demanded 
a receipt for the articles. 
V/hen asked to declare ids 
ownership in order to set a 
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Two Woman W era Free to 
Leave at Any Time, 
Secretary. Sta’ras- 


receint. however, he sold “you 
can talk to my lawyer,” offi- 
cers reported. 

- After a while, DePugh left, 
police said. Shortly after 
“Cindy” appeared and began 
checking over the articles, 
police reported. 
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Melville Says She Acted 
Chauffeur in Allayed 
Abduction 


IBHAPiIIS IS BEiilEE 


By Harry Jones, jr* 

(A Member cf Tf>e Star's Staff) 

Mrs. Cyndra Ellen MelrMe, 
at 20 a loyal worker in the 
ranks of the militant Minutemen 
organization, said in an inter- 
view last night that she played 
the role of chauffeur in an al- 
leged abduction of two young 
women. 

She denied the two were ab-. 
ducted, however. .f 
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Robert Bolivar DePugh, na-l| 
fional leader and spokesman for j ■- 
the Minutemen. organization, j ■ 
said yesterday that the kidnap- j 
Lag charge against him. is a “de- - - : 
liberate frame-up.” . 

■•‘The reai purpose,” he said, 
“is to discredit the organita- 
tion.” 

A woman; described as his 
confidential secretary, was put 
under bond as a material wit- 
ness yesterday. A man associate 
of” his also has been arrested 
and is on bond as a witness. 

’Desnerata’ Arrests 
“Now they are arresting peo- 
ple,” DePugh said yesterday, 
“almost at random, trying des- 
perately to find > a charge they 
can make stick.” 

■ Those on bond are Mrs. Cyn- 
dra Eilen Melville, 20, of 403 
West Forty-sixth street terrace, 
the secretary and Jack Cannon. 
5 of S13 East Alton avenue, | 
Independence, the associate ; 
DePugh surrendered Friday. j 
DePugh has been accused of . 
kidnaping Miss Linda Judd 16, j 
and Miss Patricia Beal, 21, horn- ■■ 
jjjs them “captive" in a house 
in Richmond, Mo., for about two 
weeks and in a printing shop 
and apartment at the East Alton 
address for a short time after;, 
wards. 


iVVVi 


' f • / 

.P /}■ 


■ j iGy- r- 

? Vcc V'"V ■ 


\ . - 


\ 


; V. . 




/ / 


/mc r 


/ v / 


v\,. - 


\ 




THE NATIONAL. LEADER OF THE MINUTEMEN, his 
confidential secretary and his attorney sat in Jackson County- 
Magistrate court yesterday awaiting the arraignmen. of 
Mrs Cyndra Ellen Melville, 20. who Rocert Bolivar De* ogh, 
the ' Minutemen leader (front), said had been his confi- 
dential secretary about three years. William Cos .e-Jo is 
DePu»h’s attorney in the state’s case against him on a 
charge c{ kidnaping. Mrs. Melville was charged as a mala- 
rial witness. 







results of search by 
Independence Police 
of Cannon’s apart- 
ment . 

It was from this room 
that $200.00 was sto- 
len. 



Wanton destruction of 
private property. At 
right is shown • part 
of one bedroom after 
search. Shelves of 
a 'clothes closet were 
smashed by police 
officer stepping upon 
them. 
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THE REAL OBJECTIVES: 


SEIZURE OF MEMBERSHIP LISTS , 

DESTRUCTION OF THE ORGANIZATION!! 
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,,, , , 

TEE STATE OF MISSOURI, . p! ,, 

To.. |T>1r fKj3 < * M * ywi B » 

~ — - GREETING: 

You are hereby commanded, all excuses jand fi-'l-’.ya set aside, that you fcs and a npear before th* 

6 Yu A) ^ . __ _ * 

of Jackson County, Missouri, 


Honorable f 


Court House Kansas City, oji the .*^-.4 day of _.4?-3hl3.5.. 

at the hour of "TH m.. then and there to testify, and the truth of yen? knotrlsdsa to roeak oToiJ 

» 6 JS -J C— A -3 

eonc-eminy a certain matter of controversy, 
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- , and that you briny with yon 


'iitvKisr-xs^irtl-xt'iin-Cr- LiiTRlES tsHC!/ f'RF YH3 TrjQCIS <*r? i r*-? .^\n^r»n..«rrT 

~OB£ AED FOB THE YEARS, l?ol-L$62-I$S3-i$64 ..aad ~ 

THE.. LEDGES BOOBS CONTAINING ENTRIES SHCCTG THE EXPENSES 0? TRADE23 GUN 
SHI? AND HIHOTE-SH FOB THE TEARS 1961-1962 -1?63 -2964 cad 1$5$. 

TEE LEDGER BOOTS CONTAINING ENTRIES SHOWING THE INC (X IS OF THE »03‘ i *VSRG3T 5J 
PUBLICATION FOB THE TEARS, 1S51-1$62-1$53-1$64- aad 105 j 


THE LEDGE 2 BOOBS CONTAINING ENTRIES SHOEING "THE EXPENSES OF THE ~CTT f nFY2T 3 
PUBLICATION FOR THE TEARS- l$ol -1952-1953 -lYSL'Csd 19-55 f ' ~ ’ 

THE HINUTEG3N APPLICATION FOBIIS WHICH WERE SUBMITTED TO THE HINTJTELTCNT 
ORGANISATION OR THE TRADERS GUN SHOP FOR THE 'TSARS i9di-I552~X~63-19cV and 
19o5j 

THE LISTS OF KATES AND ADDRESSES WHICH WERE USED FOR THE ADDRESSING AND 
MAILING OF THE B 0N TARGET 3 PUBLICATION FOR THE TEARS l$Sl-l$5a-lS$3-l<$V 
and l$65j / 

THS LISTS CONTAINING THE NAMES AND/OR ADDRESSES' 0? PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS ' 
itdO CONTRIBUTED TO THE MINuTEMSN ORGANIZATION. TO THE ?, ’ONTA RGE'T R .PUBLICATION 2 
AND TO THE TRADERS GUN SHOP AM) MINUTSMEN j “ 

THAT ARE IN YOUR PERSONAL POSSESSION, CUSTODY OR CONTROL AS NATIONAL 
COORDINATOR OF THE ■MUIUTEMEN OR ARE IN THE POSSESSION, CUSTODY OR CONTROL 
OF ANY OF" YOUR EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS WHICH ARE EMPLOYED OR AGENTS OF YOURS 
AS NATIONAL COORDINATOR OF THE MINUTEMEN, 



